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Lunch at the Restaurant Fournaise 

Pierre Auguste Renoir, 1875 

1. ______________________________ 

Lunch at the Restaurant Fournaise 

presents a group of boaters relaxing after 

a meal in Chatou, a popular vacation spot 

situated on a small island in the River 

Seine. In the later decades of the 19th 

century, easy and available train 

transportation altered the appearance of 

small villages along the Seine and the lives 

of these villages’ inhabitants. Middle-class 

tourists from Paris soon flocked to the 

region to boat, dine out, relax, and escape 

the hectic pace of city life. 

2. ______________________________ 

In this painting by Pierre Auguste Renoir, a colleague of Monet and Degas, the sunlight of a 

lovely summer day filters through the leaves and into the open-air restaurant. Two young 

men lounge at a table; between them is a young woman seen from the back, wearing the 

blue flannel then popular with female boaters. The fruit, wine, and glasses on the table (not 

to mention the posture of the boater, who languidly reclines in his chair holding a cigarette) 

indicate that lunch is over. 

3. ______________________________ 

Like the scene itself, the palette and brushwork are both airy and relaxed. At this point in 

his career, Renoir was so committed to capturing the light-filled colours of the open air that 

he virtually eliminated blacks and greys from his palette. The shadows on the white clothing 

and the tablecloth in the foreground are pale blue, complementing the dark colour of the 

woman's dress and echoing the hues of the sparkling river in the background. The artist’s 

training as a decorative porcelain painter (he was one of few Impressionists who earned a 

living in manual trade before turning to painting) is apparent in his feathery brush strokes 

and clear colours. 
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1. Read the description of the picture above. Put the three headings below in the correct space, 1, 2 or 3. 

•••• The composition 

•••• General description  

•••• Style of painting 

2. Look at the sections which are highlighted in different colours. Match the colours with the language 

function. 

•••• Yellow   words which describe colour 

•••• Red    words which describe position 

•••• Green   powerful verbs 

•••• Turquoise    specific art related vocabulary 

•••• Purple   interesting adjectives 

 

3. a) Now look at the following picture and read the description. b) Give a heading to each paragraph. c) Take 

some coloured highlighter pens and highlight the different language functions, like in the Renoir picture. 

Paris Street; Rainy Day 

Gustave Caillebotte, 1877 

1. ___________________________________ 

Beginning in 1851, the government of Napoleon III 

transformed the old streets of Paris into a new system 

of grand boulevards. This painting abounds with 

evidence of the city’s rebuilding. Gustave Caillebotte 

selected a complex intersection near the Saint-Lazare 

train station for his subject, distorting the size of the 

buildings and the distance between them to create a 

wide-angle view that reflects the sweeping modernity 

of this capital city. 

2. ___________________________________ 

The artist’s family owned property in the busy 

neighbourhood depicted here, which was populated by 

wealthy Parisians and workers of various sorts. In the 

foreground, a man and woman wearing fashionable clothes stroll down the sidewalk. Behind them stand the 

uniformly designed buildings that were added to Paris during the renovations overseen by French administrator 

Baron Haussmann. 

3. ___________________________________ 

The highly crafted surface, monumental size, geometric order, and elaborate perspective of Paris Street; Rainy Day 

(the artist used a gaslight to separate the foreground from the middle and distant views) are more academic than 

Impressionist in character. Caillebotte clearly intended these elements to underscore the power of painting to 

capture the momentary quality of everyday life. In this cropped composition, it is easy to imagine that in just a 

moment, everyone in the painting will have moved and nothing will be the same. 
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4. Now look at both texts again. Put a tick (�) next to the elements which are mentioned. 

 

 Renoir Caillebotte 

Description 

•••• What you can see 

•••• The artist’s use of colour 

•••• The lines in the picture 

•••• The kinds of shapes you can see 
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Analysis 

•••• The balance of the composition 

•••• (How) does the artist show movement? 

•••• A feeling of space or depth 

•••• Where your eye is drawn to 

  

Interpretation 

•••• The mood or feeling you get from the 

painting 

•••• Why the artist chose to paint this subject 

•••• What elements of the picture interested 

the artist most 

  

         

5. Now find a painting that you like. Try to choose a scene with people in it. 

6. Write a description of the picture. Remember to 

•••• Use paragraphs which contain related information. 

•••• Use interesting verbs and adjectives. 

•••• Use specific art vocabulary we have seen. 

•••• Include elements of description, analysis and interpretation from the table above. 

•••• Follow the Renoir and Caillebotte examples as a basic model. 

•••• Use the present simple and present continuous. 

•••• Conclude with your own personal opinion. 


